Congress of the United States
MWashington, AC 20515

June 7, 2017

Goveror Chris Sununu
State House

107 North Main Street
Concord, NH 03301

Dear Governor Sununu:

On June 1, 2017, President Donald Trump announced that the United States will begin the
withdrawal process from the Paris Climate Accord, a historic agreement signed by 195 countries
to undertake the important effort of combatting the dangerous effects of climate change. This
reckless decision threatens America’s credibility abroad and puts us on the wrong side of history
as the Granite State, the nation, and the world continue to experience the negative impact of a
changing climate. Yesterday, we learned that you followed President Trump’s example when
you declined to join the United States Climate Alliance — a new coalition of states that are
committed to upholding the standards of the Paris agreement. Governor, we write in support of
New Hampshire joining the U.S. Climate Alliance. It is vital that the Granite State continues to
be a leader on climate change and clean energy.

Just as the United States’ withdrawal from the Paris Climate Accord cedes American global
leadership, New Hampshire’s refusal to acknowledge the clear consensus on climate science will
similarly damage our state’s reputation. In your statement on why you would not commit the
Granite State to the principles of the Paris accord, you said that you did not know what the
impact would be on our environment or economy and that it was not your job to know. We
respectfully disagree and believe it is all of our responsibilities to safeguard New Hampshire’s
natural resources and prepare our economy for the future. Furthermore, our state’s colleges and
universities are blessed with some of the top scientists and economists in the country who agree
that climate change is real and has a real economic impact on New Hampshire.

We are proud that New Hampshire is already a national leader in efforts to reduce greenhouse
gas pollutants through participation in the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI). By
placing a regional cap on the amount of carbon pollution that power plants can emit through the
issuance of tradeable allowances, RGGI’s market-based approach has improved energy
efficiency efforts in the Granite State, invested in clean and renewable energy and reduced power
sector carbon pollutants by more than 45 percent in all of the partnering states.

The negative impacts of climate change are already being experienced in New Hampshire. From
last year’s extreme drought that hurt our agriculture sector to rising sea levels and heightened
smog levels, climate change is a threat to our local communities, our families and our

economy. President Trump’s decision to withdraw from the Paris Climate Accord puts America
at a competitive disadvantage with foreign nations who are committed to transitioning to a clean
energy economy and undermines our collective ability to mitigate the effects of climate change.

New Hampshire can strengthen its commitment to combatting climate change by joining the
United States Climate Alliance, which Republican and Democratic governors from 12 states —



including Massachusetts and Vermont — have already joined. We believe that Granite Staters
would be best-served if New Hampshire joins this coalition and upholds the standards of the
Paris Climate Accord for the benefit of our environment, our economy, and our future.

Sincerely,
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Jeanne Shaheen Margaret Wood Hassan
United States Senator United States Senator
Ann McLane Kuster Carol Shea-Porter

Member of Congress Member of Congress



